Road-Razl Transport
view the equity of rates charged The fact that at a
particular rate there is some traffic offering should not
be taken as indicative of its reasonableness Contrariwise,
a close scrutiny might disclose that they are really
regressive and that if they could be slightly reduced
new traffic would be forthcoming That would be the
best argument for their reduction An Advisory Com-
mittee, by its very nature, is only advisory, it does not
enquire into the conditions of transport of its own volition
unless its attention is drawn to it A Rates Tribunal
should actively interest itself in vigilantly safeguarding
the interests of both railways and traders alike It should
have untramelled powers to investigate into particulars
and should have a free hand in the exercise of a rational
rate policy directed on national lines
The need for this is specially great now that the railways
have to meet the competition offered by the motor vehicles.
The economics of road transport forms the subject of
the next part of this book It will be seen therein, that
the loss in revenue that the railways have to suffer on
account of the growth of this new means of transport is
estimated round about Rs 4J crores (in 1937) of which
3| erores were under passenger traffic alone Road Motor
transport has great advantages, both in the flexibility of
operation and economy in working costs The railways,
always in need of reform, have to be rationalised so as
to enable them to fortify themselves against the inroads
of this growing menace The problem, therefore, is mainly
financial. If the railways are to maintain stability, they
should not only economise their expenditure on the lines
suggested above, but should adopt all possible means of
increasing their revenue Economy and research should
be the two lines along which all reform should proceed
As the Swiss delegation to the Washington Road Congress
remarked, <cit will hardly be necessary to stress the fact
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